
In Everything Give Thanks 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 the apostle Paul wrote, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you.” A preacher by the name of Martin Rinkhard wrote the lyrics of the song, “Now Thank We All Our 

God” to be used as an expression of gratitude by his family at meal time. The unusual background of this song of 

praise was that it was written during the “Thirty Year’s War” when the preacher was conducting as many as forty 

funerals a day, including that of his own wife. Yet in spite of war and plagues, he was able to give thanks to God for 

his blessings. This true story amazes me but it does not surprise me. It seems that in times of extreme and difficult 

circumstances, people who believe in God can find in their heart expressions of gratitude. 

In contrast when a nation is greatly blessed with a bounty of material and physical substances there is a tendency 

of man to forget the source of such blessings. It was said that the Lord sent two angels to earth to gather the petitions 

and thanksgivings made by His followers. Both angels returned to heaven in distress. The angel bearing the petitions 

was truly weighed down with his burden. The other angel bringing the prayers of thanksgivings was nearly empty 

handed. The lesson is obvious and clear. Most of God’s children are more apt to make requests, petitions and 

supplications rather than the giving of thanks. 

The nation that is greatly blessed with a bounty of material and physical substance is most likely to forget the 

source of such blessings. The writer James declared that “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 

comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning” (James 1:17). The 

psalmist encourages us by his response from being a recipient of God’s blessings in this manner, “What shall I render 

to the Lord for all His benefits toward me? I will take up the cup of salvation, And call upon the name of the Lord. I 

will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people.” “I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

And I will call upon the name of the Lord” (Psalm 116:12-14, 17). 

The children of the Heavenly Father should remember daily the blessings that flow from His bountiful hand of 

grace. Especially, there should be an awareness of “every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” 

(Ephesians 1:3). Everyday is Thanksgiving for the redeemed. However, it is good that families and friends can be 

together on the national day of Thanksgiving. Let us never forget the sacrifices made by our forefathers and loved 

ones to ensure us of the liberties and freedoms we now enjoy and experience. “O, that men would give thanks to the 

Lord for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of men!” (Psalm 107:8). “Let us come before His 

presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms” (Psalm 95:2).                    By Raymond Elliott 

 


