Jesus’ Role at God’s Right Hand
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When Jesus was on earth, he always did the things that pleased His Father (John
8:29). Jesus never committed a sin, and He never did anything that was not consistent
with the will of God in Heaven. As Jesus was preparing to die on the cross, He said,
“I have glorified you on earth, having finished the work that you gave me to do”
(John 17:4). Jesus’ earthly mission was complete with His death, burial, resurrection
and ascension. However, Jesus did not cease working completely when He returned
to Heaven. The Bible depicts Jesus as being at the right hand of God in Heaven and
being very active. Being at God’s right hand denotes authority, power, prestige and
royalty equal to God. Jesus at God’s right hand is further evidence of His reigning
and ruling as Christ (Acts 2:36; 5:33). Notice the work that Jesus does at the right
hand of God.
Interceding for Christians
In Romans 8, Paul spoke of the victory Christians enjoy since we are free from
condemnation in Christ (Romans 8:1). God’s Spirit indwells Christians, by which
they can call God their Father in a special way that is foreign to the rest of the world
(Romans 8:14-15). Paul goes on to say that God justifies us through Christ and that
Christ is at God’s right hand, making intercession for us (Romans 8:33-34). The
writer of the Book of Hebrews wrote that He “always lives to makes intercession for
us” (Hebrews 7:25, ESV). Jesus entreats God in our favor.
As our elder Brother Who has lived on earth and experienced the hardships that
we face, Jesus can plead our case before God. While ruling at God’s right hand,
Jesus remembers those in His kingdom and speaks to God on our behalf. Jesus
prayed for us before the cross, and He is still speaking to God for us long after the
events of the cross (John 17:20-21). What a blessing to know that along with the
Holy Spirit of God, God the Son is also interceding for us (Romans 8:26).
Sitting Down
Rulers in the world who have some measure of power often find themselves
defending it. World leaders must constantly be vigilant and on guard as their
adversaries are vying for their spot. However, the Bible describes Jesus as not only
being exalted to God’s right hand but sitting down at the right of God (Ephesians
1:20; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3). To be sitting down at the right of God shows
that Jesus’ position of power and authority is unthreatened and unrivaled. He is not
up defending it, and nor is He concerned that some unwanted intruder will enter into
the corridors of Heaven and encroach upon His rule. Jesus is comfortably seated on

His exalted throne as He enjoys His status sitting on the right hand of God (Luke
22:6).
While Jesus is sitting on the right hand of God, He is waiting for all of His enemies
to become His footstool (Acts 2:34-35). In His death and resurrection, Jesus dealt
the death blow to the powers of darkness. He is described as having triumphed over
all principalities and powers (Colossians 2:15). Still, the last enemy that will be
defeated is death. When the resurrection takes place and all of humanity is raised,
then Jesus’ kingdom will be delivered up to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).
Jesus sits at the right hand of God ruling, reigning and anticipating the culmination
of this world as He leads His people into the eternal age.
Observing Human Affairs
Luke records that as Stephen was stoned for the unwelcomed truth he preached,
he saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God (Acts 7:55). Stephen then spoke to
the crowd and told them, “Behold I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man
standing on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). As Stephen was being martyred for
the Christian faith, Jesus was watching and looking, no doubt looking on Stephen’s
faith with approval (Matthew 10:32-33). While at the right hand of God, Jesus sees
what His people are enduring, and He supplies strength for us through His Word and
through His church. In Revelation, John describes Jesus as walking among the
churches and observing the good and bad within them (Revelation 2:1). We should
be both comforted and challenged by the nearness of our Lord (Philippians 4:5).
Even though He is in Heaven at God’s right hand, He views what we do while in
this land (Proverbs 15:3).
Conclusion
Jesus offered one sacrifice for sins and sat down at God’s right hand (Hebrews
10:12). Jesus’ earthly work was done at that point, but His heavenly ministry on
behalf of His disciples continues. We are thankful that Jesus intercedes, sits and
observes at the right hand of God (1 Peter 3:22)!

