Unwrap God’s Gift of a New Day

Martha Lynn Rushmore

My question is how do we “unwrap” our new day? Do we pray or just jump out of
bed and hit the floor running by ourselves? Who will be our guide for the day, God
or Satan?

Do you realize before you open your eyes at the start of a new day, the devil is on
the prowl (2 Peter 5:8)? He tries to put things in our way that would keep us from
starting out our day with God in prayer. We should never forget to start our day with
prayer. | know sometimes we have good intentions to pray every morning, but we
do not always, which makes Satan very happy.

Satan knows if we begin our day with God things will run smoother for us through
the day. This is not to say we will not have any problems, but with God on our side,
we can handle what is put in front of us. In Philippians 4:13, we are told that we can
do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

We need to thank God for giving us a good night’s sleep as well as the ability to
be able to see, to hear, to breathe, to arise out of bed and to be able to walk. What
great gifts from God for us to unwrap every day with His blessings! The blessings
are innumerable with which to begin a new day. We need to begin our day with
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord.

Each new day is a gift from God. We should be thankful for each new day.
Remember, 'this is the day that the Lord has made and we need to rejoice in it' (Psalm
118:24). We can use this day either wisely or in a wasteful way. What will we do
this day? We are promised by God that we will not be given more than we are able
to handle (1 Corinthians 10:13).

We should also pray other times during each day, such as before meals and before
closing our eyes at night. We can go to God in prayer any time of day or night. He
Is always here for us.

How are we to pray? James 5:17b reads, “The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.” We are not to pray as the Pharisee did. As he began
his prayer, he talked to himself. Sounds to me as though he really was not praying
to God. Sometimes prayers do not go any higher than the ceiling. In his prayer, the
Pharisee told God he was thankful that he was not like the publican, an extortioner,
unjust, adulterous or as tax collectors (Luke 18:9-14). He had too much of the “I,”
“me” and “mine” syndrome. This Pharisee thought too highly of himself.
Sometimes, | am afraid we as Christians are guilty of this attitude. We must not think
too highly of self. God hates a proud look and a haughty spirit (Proverbs 21:4).

So, let us start our day with a prayer of thanksgiving and of praise to the Lord for
the blessings that He has given us. | am told if we do something for 21 days it



becomes a habit. Therefore, let us try to start every morning with a prayer for 21
days.

How are we going to “unwrap” our new day? Who are we going to follow? Who
are we going to serve—God or Satan?

Some Things Change,

but Some Things Don’t

By Paul Clements

A lot of things have changed in my lifetime. When | was a kid, | heard about fender
skirts, curb feelers and continental Kits (they covered the spare and attached to the
rear of the auto and made your car look like a Lincoln!). Did you ever get all dressed
up in your “Sunday go-to-meetin’ clothes” (maybe ““store bought”) and go into town
on Saturday to a matinee at the “picture show’’? Then, we didn’t have to “rate”
movies because most of them were ‘‘G” movies. Morality was promoted instead of
immorality.

A lot has changed. Some things have changed for the good. We have better medical
care and safer cars, and many inventions benefit our lives. Yet, some of the changes
are not good. Not too long ago, marriage was sacred, sex outside of marriage was
sin, and promiscuity was neither condoned nor excused. Unmarried people didn’t
live together. “Day care” was provided by mother in the home! Just a generation or
two back, a man’s word was his bond, children had prayer and read the Bible in
school, and “in God we trust” on our money meant something.

Fortunately, there are some things that have not changed. God has not changed
(Malachi 3:6). He is the same loving God Who created this world for us and Who
gave His only Son to die for us. Jesus has not changed. He “is the same yesterday,
and today, and forever’’ (Hebrews 13:8). The Bible does not change (Psalm 33:11).
God’s Word has been once for all time delivered to us (Jude 3). It is sacred and not
to be altered (Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 22:19). The plan of
salvation has not changed. By the grace of God, Jesus died for all men that we might
die to sin and purify our souls in obedience to the truth (Titus 2:11; Romans 6:2; 1
Peter 1:22). If man today will comply with God’s terms of pardon, he can wash away
his sins in baptism (Acts 22:16) and have a hope of eternal life (Romans 6:22-23;
Titus 3:7).



